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A Rural Broadband and Census 2010 Summit was held on the campus of historic Tuskegee University (Kellogg Center), Tuskegee, Alabama, on Friday and Saturday, August 14-15, 2009.  The Summit was organized by The World Conference of Mayors, Inc., (WCM), The National Policy Alliance (NPA), and The National Black Chamber of Commerce.  The purpose of the Summit was to present and discuss relevant information about Broadband and the Census, Census 2010 in particular.  Participants and attendees included federal, state, county, and municipal officials, as well as a diverse representation from the private (business) sector.  The keynote speakers were: Mr. Harry C. Alford, President/CEO, National Black Chamber of Commerce (NBCC), Ms. Kathy Johnson, Director, Alabama Broadband Initiative, office of Governor Bob Riley, state of Alabama, and Dr. Darryl A. Lee, Senior Partnership Specialist, the U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau. Informative presentations were given by the keynote speakers.  Several members of the private sector provided valuable information.  During the Summit, The WCM and its Corporate Roundtable held Board Meetings. 
Mr. Harry C. Alford, and the National Black Chamber of Commerce, working very closely with the Honorable Johnny Ford, Founder and Secretary General of The World Conference of Mayors, was very instrumental in bringing the Broadband Summit to Tuskegee.  Mr. Alford was one of the key individuals to participate at a Press Conference that kicked off the Summit.  Mr. Alford, and Chuck Debow, Director of Special Projects for NBCC, later participated in a Broadband Symposium, discussing “Roadmap to Stimulus Dollars,” and “Connecting to Rural Communities.”   

Ms. Kathy Johnson, speaking on the subject, “Serving Underserved and Unserved Communities with Broadband” gave a comprehensive overview relative to Broadband, it value and its usage.  She spoke about 21st Century technology, effectively utilized – improving the lives of people. She stated that Alabama is the first state in the nation (and currently the only state) to provide video conferencing, and web base learning, also known as ACCESS DISTANCE LEARNING, in every public high school in the state.  In addition, see spoke about how the United States is faring in the world – compared to other industrialized nations.  Ms. Johnson spoke of the many challenges faced by rural – and not so rural communities.  In fact, she spoke about areas near Huntsville and Montgomery, Alabama that were lacking in term of connectivity.  It is worth noting that neither Huntsville or Montgomery are considered rural.  In bring many points closer to home, she spoke very positively about what has been done and what is currently being done to ensure that all Alabama citizens have connectivity and access.   
Dr. Darryl A. Lee, Senior Partnership Specialist with the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, gave two or three rousing “sermons,” focusing on Census 2010 (April 1, 2010) and the importance of having everyone counted.  Dr. Lee, speaking on the theme, Connecting with the 2010 Census” and, “Its in your hands”, emphasized that: 1) everyone should to be counted, 2) political representation at the federal, state, and local level is determined by the Census count, and
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3) Trillions of dollars are at state relative to the Census count.  He stressed the importance of partnerships, individuals, organizations, and institutions – all working together for an effective and accurate count in 2010.  Dr. Lee made it very clear that there are opportunities for jobs, grants, and partnerships with the U.S. Census.  
Robust presentations stimulated much discussion: “Delivering Broadband to a Community”; there were several participants:  Ms. Nyasha Buchonogo, The Alliance for Digital Equality, Kelvin Gholston, Goldtech 2000, Earnest Williams, C2i, Earnest L. Hale II, Fidelity Bond/Anti Bond, Tim Jackson, Angel Star, “Strategizing and Networking,” Harry C. Alford, “2010 US Census,” and Samuel Abraham, “Connecting with the 2010 Census.”
For additional information about Broadband and Census 2010, contact:
Ms.  Kathy  Johnson                                                 Dr.  Darryl Lee

  Director                                                                    Senior Partnership Specialist

Alabama Broadband Initiative                                  U.S. Department of Commerce

Alabama State Capitol                                              Bureau of Census

600 Dexter Avenue                                                  285 Peachtree Center Avenue, NE

Montgomery, Alabama  36130                                 Tower Two, Suite 1000  

                                                                                        Atlanta, Georgia  30303
Telephone:  334/353-8760                                             Telephone:  205/246-9260
                                                                                                            205/368-3533

E-mail:  Kathy.johnson@governor.alabama.gov           E-mail: darryl.a.lee@census.gov
Website:  www.ConnectingAlabama.gov                       Website:  www.uscensus.gov                   

For information about grants, see the                        For information about Census jobs,
website: www.ConnectingAlabama.gov                        grants, and partnership -
                                                                                         Call :  1-888-586-9439

Summit sponsors were Mr. Harry C. Alford, President/CEO, National Black Chamber of Commerce, Washington, D.C., Dr. Darryl Lee, Senior Partnership Specialist, U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Atlanta, Georgia, Honorable Cleo Washington, Director of Governmental Relations, A T & T, Montgomery, Alabama.  

Including among the participants were a number distinguished individuals:  noted civil rights attorney and author, Fred Gray, Sr., Mayor Omar Neal (Tuskegee, Alabama), Dr. Gwendolyn Moore, Superintendent, Macon County School System, Hon. Louis Maxwell (Chairman, Macon County Commission), Mayor James Walls, Capital Heights, Maryland (representing the National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials – NBCLEO), Mayor Fletcher Fountain (Ft. Deposit, Alabama), Joe M. Thomas (state of Alabama – Land Bank Authority), Keny C. Cook (U.S. Census Bureau), Mayor Helenor Bell (Hayneville, Alabama, and President of the Alabama Conference of Black Mayors - ACBM), John Ford, Director of Special Projects, WCM, County 
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Commissioner Shelia Smoot (Jefferson County, Alabama, and the National Association of Black County Officials, Inc., - NABCO), and candidate for the U.S. Congress, 7th District, state of Alabama, James Perkins, former mayor, Selma, Alabama, Consultant, and candidate for the U.S. Congress, 7th District, state of Alabama, Hon. Vicki Moore, Bettye Sharp, city of Tuskegee Utility Board, Tracey Moon, Macon County Tax Assessors Office, Veronica Golatte, Macon County Commission office, Dierdre Harkless, Macon County Probate Judge’s Office, Harriet Grant, Retired Social Worker, Veterans Administration Hospital, Tuskegee, former Mayor of Slocum, Alabama, and Executive Director, Alabama Conference of Black Mayors – ACBM.
Representatives from business, institutions, and organizations included:  Fred Cleveland 
(Publishing Associates, Inc.),  Jacob “Jake” R. Henderson (Henderson Travel & Associates), Jacque Chandler (Picture This Magazine), James D. Montgomery, Sr. (Aliza’s Cookies, and Chairman, WCM Corporate Roundtable), James Traver (Country Store), Lonnie Thomas (Carter Brothers),  Michael Thomas (Millennium TV Service),  Dyann Robinson (Tuskegee Reperatory Theater),  Bill Suter (World ATM), Ms. Debra Love, Environmental Studies, Shirley W. Curry (Macon County Democratic Conference – ADC), Charles Edward Hall, Jeff Davis Haslam, Charlie M. Fowler (Pre-paid Legal), Lester Gholston, Jr., (Goldtech), A. D. Drew (A.D. Drew & Associates), Ronald Wood (R. D. Wood Insurance Associates), Earnest L. Hale (Eureka Financial Group), Reginald Manning (The Trio Group, Inc.), J. R. Harrison, Jr. (Harrison & Associates).     

A special thanks is extended to the Summit Hosts:  Mrs. Johnnie Harrison (WCM Coordinator), Ms. Mildred Jones, (Coordinator and Volunteer, Senior Community Service Employment Program – SCSEP), Mrs. Dorothy Webber, Retired Social Worker, Dierdre Harkless (Probate Judge’s Office), Deidra Hayden (Information Technology Teacher, Tallapoosa County Public School System), Tracey Moon (Tax Assessor’s Office), Bettye Sharp (city of Tuskegee, Utility Board), Harriet Grant (Retired Social Worker – Veterans Administration Hospital, Tuskegee),  and Veronica Golatte, Macon County Commission Office.
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